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and Shiite areas is trivial. After a U.S. with-
drawal, it will probably play a continuing
role in helping the Sunni groups against the
Shiites and the Kurds. Whether such foreign
elements could remain or thrive in Iraq after
the resolution of civil war is open to ques-
tion. Meanwhile, continuing the war will not
push al-Qaeda outside Iraq. On the contrary,
the American presence is the glue that holds
al-Qaeda there now.

(4) We must continue to fight in order to
‘“‘support the troops.” This argument effec-
tively paralyzes almost all members of Con-
gress. Lawmakers proclaim in grave tones a
litany of problems in Iraq sufficient to jus-
tify a rapid pullout. Then they reject that
logical conclusion, insisting we cannot do so
because we must support the troops. Has
anybody asked the troops?

During their first tours, most may well
have favored ‘‘staying the course’’—whatever
that meant to them—but now in their sec-
ond, third and fourth tours, many are chang-
ing their minds. We see evidence of that in
the many news stories about unhappy troops
being sent back to Iraq. Veterans groups are
beginning to make public the case for bring-
ing them home. Soldiers and officers in Iraq
are speaking out critically to reporters on
the ground.

But the strangest aspect of this rationale
for continuing the war is the implication
that the troops are somehow responsible for
deciding to continue the president’s course.
That political and moral responsibility be-
longs to the president, not the troops. Did
not President Harry S. Truman make it
clear that ‘‘the buck stops’ in the Oval Of-
fice? If the president keeps dodging it, where
does it stop? With Congress?

Embracing the four myths gives Congress
excuses not to exercise its power of the purse
to end the war and open the way for a strat-
egy that might actually bear fruit.

The first and most critical step is to recog-
nize that fighting on now simply prolongs
our losses and blocks the way to a new strat-
egy. Getting out of Iraq is the pre-condition
for creating new strategic options. With-
drawal will take away the conditions that
allow our enemies in the region to enjoy our
pain. It will awaken those European states
reluctant to collaborate with us in Iraq and
the region.

Second, we must recognize that the United
States alone cannot stabilize the Middle
East.

Third, we must acknowledge that most of
our policies are actually destabilizing the re-
gion. Spreading democracy, using sticks to
try to prevent nuclear proliferation, threat-
ening ‘‘regime change,” using the hysterical
rhetoric of the ‘‘global war on terrorism”—
all undermine the stability we so desperately
need in the Middle East.

Fourth, we must redefine our purpose. It
must be a stable region, not primarily a
democratic Iraq. We must redirect our mili-
tary operations so they enhance rather than
undermine stability. We can write off the
war as a ‘‘tactical draw’ and make ‘‘regional
stability’” our measure of ‘‘victory.”” That
single step would dramatically realign the
opposing forces in the region, where most
states want stability. Even many in the
angry mobs of young Arabs shouting profani-
ties against the United States want predict-
able order, albeit on better social and eco-

nomic terms than they now have.
Realigning our diplomacy and military ca-

pabilities to achieve order will hugely reduce
the numbers of our enemies and gain us new
and important allies. This cannot happen,
however, until our forces are moving out of
Iraq. Why should Iran negotiate to relieve
our pain as long as we are increasing its in-
fluence in Iraq and beyond? Withdrawal will
awaken most leaders in the region to their
own need for U.S.-led diplomacy to stabilize
their neighborhood.
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If Bush truly wanted to rescue something
of his historical legacy, he would seize the
initiative to implement this kind of strat-
egy. He would eventually be held up as a
leader capable of reversing direction by turn-
ing an imminent, tragic defeat into strategic
recovery.

If he stays on his present course, he will
leave Congress the opportunity to earn the
credit for such a turnaround. It is already
too late to wait for some presidential can-
didate for 2008 to retrieve the situation. If
Congress cannot act, it, too, will live in in-
famy.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IN RECOGNITION OF SEHNERT’S
BAKERY

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to congratulate a
very special place in my hometown of
McCook, NE. It is a place which exem-
plifies the thousands of family-owned
small Dbusinesses lining the main
streets of every small town in America,
businesses which are the driving force
in keeping those towns economically
viable.

This year marks the 50th anniversary
of Sehnert’s Bakery in McCook, NE. It
was in 1957 when Walt and Jean
Sehnert, the grandchildren of immi-
grants who came to America 110 years
ago, bought the bakery as a place to
work hard, earn a decent living, and
raise a family.

Today, their son Matt Sehnert and
his wife Shelly carry on the tradition
by providing the people of McCook
with some of the most delicious pas-
tries on the planet. Matt and Shelly
credit a dedicated and hard-working
crew, who also take pride in Sehnert’s
longstanding tradition.

As many small businesses do in order
to survive in a competitive environ-
ment, Matt and Shelly have modern-
ized Sehnert’s Bakery and expanded it
to include a catering service and cafe,
where I often meet with constituents
during visits home.

My memories of Sehnert’s go back to
when I was a teenager in McCook and
was able to get a job there, working
early Saturday mornings. I learned a
lot about how to make piecrusts and
decorate cakes. I also learned that it is
easy to overdose on glazed donuts when
you work in a bakery Walt Sehnert can
still recall my first day on the job.

My fellow colleagues, if you ever
have the pleasure of visiting my home-
town of McCook, NE, I urge you to
drop by Sehnert’s Bakery and enjoy
some of their mouth-watering donuts,
or maybe some pies or perhaps one of
their famous ‘‘Jiffy Burgers,”” whose
recipe remains a closely guarded secret
in McCook. )

Sehnert’s Bakery and Bieroc Cafe Ca-
tering Service is located at 312 Norris
Avenue. That is Norris, as in George
Norris, who very capably served Ne-
braska in the U.S. Senate from 1913 to
1943. Yes, McCook has produced two
U.S. Senators, as well as three of Ne-
braska’s Governors. Not bad for a town
with a population of just 8,000 people;
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but of course, that is why the Sehnerts
and I are proud to call it home.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:57 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of it reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 34. An act to establish a pilot program
in certain United States district courts to
encourage enhancement or expertise in pat-
ent cases among district judges.

H.R. 342. An act to designate the United
States courthouse located at 555 Independ-
ence Street in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, as
the “Rush Hudson Limbaugh, Sr. United
States Courthouse”.

H.R. 414. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
60 Calle McKinley, West in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico, as the ‘“Miguel Angel Garcia Mendez
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 798. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of General Services to install a photo-
voltaic system for the headquarters building
of the Department of Energy.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 44. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring and praising the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People on
the occasion of its 98th anniversary.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 34. An act to establish a pilot program
in certain United States district courts to
encourage enhancement of expertise in pat-
ent cases among district judges; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 414. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
60 Calle McKinley, West in Mayaguez, Puerto
Rico, as the ‘‘Miguel Angel Garcia Mendez
Post Office Building”’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 798. An act to direct the Adminis-
trator of General Services to install a photo-
voltaic system for the headquarters building
of the Department of Energy; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

The following concurrent resolution
was read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 44. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring and praising the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People on
the occasion of its 98th anniversary; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 574. A bill to express the sense of Con-
gress on Iraq.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:
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